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Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, 
you have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion 

to reach for the stars to change the world. 
 

Harriet Tubman  



”Students are here to learn,  
Teachers are here to teach,  
and we’re all here to be the 

change!” 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you enjoyed the holiday break, are well rested, and ready to 
get back into the swing of things.  January has been an extremely 
productive month.   On January 5 a team of teachers, school dis-
trict representatives and I attended an NCA workshop.  At the 
workshop we began the task of preparing Oakland Elementary 
School and The School District of the City of Royal Oak for dis-
trict accreditation.  Traditionally each school in the district would work toward accreditation.  Royal Oak will now seek 
district accreditation.  This has little effect on Oakland Elementary School because the goals are aligned with the district 
goals.   
 
Oakland is currently implementing strategies to meet these NCA goals in reading, writing, math, and school climate.  
Our last review of data indicated that Oakland Elementary School students have made significant gains in math.  Our last 
review of climate data indicated that there was a 28% drop in discipline referrals.  Please look for a parent perception 
survey which will be e-mailed to you in the beginning of February. 
 
We are beginning the process of making preparations for next year.  We are completing the building budget and review-
ing student enrollment numbers.  This information will be used to create the best learning environment possible for our 
students. 
 
Last week we conducted our first lockdown drill in concert with the ROPD.  The drill went off without a hitch and Offi-
cer Millard was very impressed with our drill.  We will conduct one more drill in the coming months.  We also held a 
charity event for Oakland Elementary School January 7-10 and raised over $5400.  Thank you to everyone who volun-
teered their time to help.   
 
Below are the upcoming events and features to attend in February: 
 
 Jan 31 end of cardmarking reports cards home to follow 
 Feb 3 Blood Drive in Oakland Elementary Gymnasium 
 Week of Feb 7 parent survey sent home via e-mail 
 Feb 7 PTA Founders Day Dinner at Red Run 
 Feb 15 Donuts with Dave 
 Feb 16 Daddy Daughter Dance 
 Feb 16 and 17 no school 
 Super Car Wash Fundraiser to be announced 
 Stop by and see our Title One Parent Resource Center, the improved SuccessMaker Computer Lab and High Five 
Wall of Fame 
Blessing in a Back Pack 
 
As you can see teaching, learning, and change for the better is occurring within the Oakland Community.   The Oakland 
Community is currently riding a wave of positive momentum.  Please continue to help make our school great. 

“Great things are not done by impulse, but by a series of small things brought together.”    
   -Vincent Van Gogh 



 

MRS. RYAN'S CLASS IS REALLY ENJOYING OUR NEW SCIENCE 
KIT "MOTION & DESIGN."  WE ARE BUILDING STANDARD AND 
ORIGINAL VEHICLES OUT OF K'NEX! HOW COOL IS THAT?  OUR 
EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR WITH GENERAL MOTORS' 'A WORLD IN 
MOTION' IS DEFINITELY HELPING US OUT AS WE INVESTIGATE 
WITH OUR VEHICLES.  WHAT FUN!   

 

 

 

WE DO LOTS OF READING IN 5TH GRADE!  MAKING MEANING, GUIDED READING, INDEPENDENT READ-
ING, D.E.A.R. TIME, AT HOME READING, AND EVEN MRS. RYAN READS ALOUD TO US!  OUR THREE 
GUIDED READING GROUPS ARE WHERE THE RED FERN GROWS, NUMBER THE STARS, AND HELEN KELLER. 
ALL THREE GROUPS ARE THOROUGHLY ENJOYING READING THEIR NOVELS.   AT HOME THIS MONTH WE 
ARE ALL READING EITHER AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OR A BIOGRAPHY.  EACH MONTH MRS. RYAN HAS US 
READING A DIFFERENT GENRE (KIND) OF BOOK.  SO FAR WE HAVE READ MYSTERY, HISTORICAL FIC-
TION, AND NOW THE AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND BIOGRAPHIES.  SOMETIMES WE WILL DO AUTHOR STUDIES 
AS WELL.  WE CAN'T WAIT TO SEE WHAT MRS. RYAN PICKS FOR US NEXT MONTH! 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR FIRST 'AUTHOR CELEBRATION' WAS HELD IN DECEMBER AND WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!  WE HAD 
OVER 20 PARENTS ATTEND AND COME LISTEN TO US READ OUR PUBLISHED PERSONAL NARRATIVES.  
WE ALSO HAD FOUR SPECIAL GUESTS THAT DAY ~ THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS, DR. MOLINE; 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS, MS. GOODGINE; PRESCHOOL TEACHER AT 
MON AMI, MRS. LIMER; AND ROYAL OAK FORD SALESPERSON, MR. HALL.   AT FIRST WE WERE A 
LITTLE NERVOUS BUT THEN IT GOT EASIER AND EASIER TO READ OUR STORIES OUT LOUD TO ALL OF 
THESE ADULTS.  MRS. RYAN TOLD US THAT SHE RECEIVED ALL KINDS OF EMAILS AND TEXTS FROM 
THE ADULTS SAYING WHAT GREAT WRITERS WE ARE AND HOW MUCH THEY ENJOYED ATTENDING OUR 
SPECIAL CELEBRATION! 



Note from the President: 
 
Hard to believe February is here already. We are geared up and excited for the many activities we have planned for the 
month.  
 
In January, the Mom and Son bowling event was a huge success. Kerry and Ellen did a super job in the planning of 
that event. Congratulations to all the top bowlers!!! You Mom and Sons sure Rocked the bowling alley!  
Oakland boys ROCK! 
 
Thank you to all who came out to support Oakland PTA at Chuck E. Cheese fundraiser night.  Pizza, games, family 
and friends what a FUN filled night everyone had!! 
 
The fund-raising committee has been doing a fantastic job. Get those favorite recipes turned in for our Oakland  Cook-
book. Additional forms can be picked up in the main office.  
 
Looking ahead, we have many events planned for February. Starting with our Oakland Pint Size Blood Drive, Sweet 
Heart Dance, and Texas Roadhouse night. Watch for the flyers to come home or be sure to sign up for emails. So you 
don't miss out! 
     

 
            Mark your calendars for:      February 
 
3          Early Release-half day 
            Oakland Pint Size-Blood Drive 1pm-630pm 
7          Founders Day Dinner 
9          State Count Day 
10        Texas Roadhouse Night 
16        Sweet Heart Dance 6m-8pm 
17&18  No School-Winter Break 
 

Thank you to all who have Volunteered your time and efforts for our PTA.  
Together, we are the change.  
 
 
Kris Weber 
Oakland PTA President 



Oakland Elementary PTA Council Agenda 
Art Room Center 

Monday, January 10, 2011   7pm 
 

Welcome  
 
Meeting called to order 7:05 p.m. 
 
Guest Speaker-Jamila Wilson-American Red Cross 
 
Blood drive on Thursday February 3, 2011 from 1-6:30 p.m. Last year Oakland blood drive collected 37 pints, 
beating the goal of 31. Requesting that appointments be made for donations to ensure appropriate staffing lev-
els. 
 
Presidents’ Report- Kris Weber  
 
Thank you to all those that volunteered their time at Oakland Elementary 
 
Recording Secretary – Michelle Winquist 
 
Minutes from November 8, 2010 approved and filed 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Kellie Orloski 
 
Treasure report approved and filed 
 
Corresponding Secretary-Kelly Bacheldor- absent 
 
Historian's Report- Lisa Tyner- absent 
 
School Board Liaison- Deb Anderson 
 
Michigan Association of School Boards assisting with superintendent for Royal Oak Schools 
 
Teacher Reports- Kris Ryan/Kate Rybicki: no reports 
 
Principal's Report – Mr. Pontzious 
 
 District is adopting Zangel beginning next school year. Teachers will load grades and attendance. 
 Parking lot volunteers needed at for morning and end of school day 
 The bottle drive raised $1,464.  Thank you all for your time and donations. 
 Every Friday is school spirit days. Children are encouraged to wear their Oakland Elementary spirit wear. 
 Mrs. Ryan’s class is communicating with the troops in Afghanistan. Students are mailing letters to the 
troops. 
 Oakland Elementary raised $4,200 with charity poker event. Thank you for those that volunteered. 



Keller, Oakland, and Upton Elementary would like to start Blessing in a Back Pack. Sixty two percent of 
children do not receive enough nutrition over the weekend. The cost to start this program is $80,000. 
We are researching fundraising opportunities to implement this program. Once the program is setup 
then we can begin asking for corporate sponsorship. 

 
 
Committee Reports-   
 

Mother & son event:  Is on Saturday January 13, 2011 at Madison Park Bowl. Oakland PTA is cover-
ing $2.00 per student, parent pay $3.00 per person 

Sweetheart Dance-Daddy Daughter dance: Kris Weber February 16th 
March is Reading Month- Kris Weber. Motion made and approved to move $200 from MEAP budget 

to March is reading month to help fund PAWS visit. 
Fundraising committee:  Nanette Edgil working on cookbook will have school motif on the front and 

back. Need volunteers for typing, and proofing. We are reviewing other fundraisers to hold during 
the next few months. 

 
     
Unfinished Business-none 
 
 
New Business-  
 
 Proposed fifth grade instrumental music program funded by Oakland PTA/Royal Oak Foundation: 
Motion made filed and approved to use the $200 reflection budget (not used) and $45.00 from office supplies 
to fund the 5th grade instrumental music program. 
 Proposed additional funding for March reading event: motion filed and approved to move $200 from 
MEAP budget to March reading event. 
 Proposed Open House and PTA fundraiser in April: tabled until March PTA meeting 

 
Meeting adjourned 8:35 p.m. 



Oakland Elementary PTA 
  

2010-2011 Budget 
Income Actual 09/10 Proposed 10/11 Actual 10/11 
Bake Sales  $         210.25   $         150.00   
Book Fair  $      5,117.54   $      3,700.00   $      2,974.55  
Box Tops   $      1,000.00   $      1,219.09  
Brueggers Bagels   $         200.00   
Chuckie Cheese   $         200.00   
Donations   $                 -     $           12.00  
Donations for Tur-
key Dinners    $         100.00  
End of Year Picnic/
auction  $         811.29   $         500.00   
Founders Day Din-
ner   $         500.00   
Fun Run  $    10,016.40   $    12,000.00   $      5,713.50  
Haiti  $         754.88    

Krogers  $                 -     $                 -     
McDonalds  $         192.79   $         200.00   
Millionaire Fund 
Raiser   $      4,000.00   
Movie Night Pop-
corn Sales   $           90.00   $         130.96  
Music Program Do-
nation from Oakland   $         200.00   
Noodles   $                 -     $         150.00   
Partylite Candle 
Fundraiser    $         542.33  
Pop Can Fund Raiser    $      1,468.60  
PTA Memberships  $         500.00   $         500.00   $         635.00  
Secret Santa  $      3,591.18   $      3,500.00   $      3,668.78  
Schwans  $                 -     $         150.00   
Sonic   $         200.00   $         209.67  
Spaghetti Dinner   $         150.00   
Spirit Wear  $                 -     $      1,000.00   $      1,000.00  
Texas Roadhouse   $         400.00   
Tupperware Fund-
raiser    $         156.90  
Trunk or Treat Pop-
corn Sales    $           90.00   $         144.95  
Total Income  $    21,194.33   $    28,880.00   $    17,976.33  



Oakland Elementary PTA  
2010 - 2011 Budget 

Expenses Actual 09/10 Proposed 10/11 Actual 10/11 
Auction  $           66.69   $           70.00   
Baby-sitting  $         160.00   $         160.00   $           80.00  
Box Tops  $           65.71   $           70.00   
Broadcast  $                 -     $                 -     
Clean up the school 
grounds   $         150.00   $           81.34  
Community Action       

RO Youth Assis-
tance   $           50.00   

Thanksgiving - re-
ceived $100 dona-

tion  $         150.00   $         250.00   $         162.62  
Am Cancer Soc   $           50.00   

ROHS Special Olym   $           50.00   
Boys and Girls Club   $           50.00   

Cultural Arts  $         624.49   $      2,000.00   $         495.00  
Donuts with Dave   $         100.00   $           60.53  
Field Day  $                 -     $                 -     
Flowers/Gifts Staff 
and Board  $         450.00   $         150.00   $           65.42  
Fun Fair/End of Year 
Picnic  $         725.52   $      1,000.00   
Fun Run  $         312.61   $         500.00   $         326.11  
5th Grade Gradua-
tion  $         160.18   $         400.00   
Haiti  $         754.88    
Historian/Publicity  $                 -     $           80.00   
Lansing Trip  $                 -     $         400.00   
Liability Insurance  $         195.00   $         195.00   $         195.00  
MEAP  $         380.34   $         200.00   $         169.21  
Millionaire Fund 
Raiser  -   $           10.00   $           10.00  
Music Program   $         245.00   
Office Supplies/
Expenses  $         167.72   $         155.00   
Presidents Expense  $           66.75   $                 -     
Partylite Candle 
Fundraisser    $         278.03  
Pop Can Fund Raiser 
Party    $           35.80  
PTA Conventions  $                 -     $                 -     



PTA Council Dues  $         180.00   $         180.00   $         180.00  
PTA Founders Day  $         150.00   $         270.00   $         152.00  
PTA Founders Day Dinner   $         500.00   $         475.00  
PTA Scholarship Fund  $         500.00   $         500.00   $         500.00  
PTA Student Fund  $      2,780.00   $      3,450.00   
PTA Unit Dues  $           25.00   $           25.00   $           25.00  
PTA Membership  $         472.50   $         475.00   $         476.25  
Reflections  $                 -     $                 -     
Returned check fees/bank fees  $         347.23    $             0.05  
Safety & Service Squad  $         543.59   $         600.00   $         162.55  
Safety Insurance  $           24.88   $           25.00   $           50.84  
Secret Santa  $      3,591.18   $      3,500.00   $      3,612.77  
Scholastic Book Fairs  $      5,117.54   $      3,700.00   $      2,949.90  
School Purchases  $                 -     $                 -     
Socials    

Sweatheart Dance  $         381.65   $         380.00   
Mom/Son Event  $         210.58   $         200.00   $           60.00  

Movie Night   $         200.00   $         175.57  
Magic Night   $                 -     

Trunk Or Treat  $         227.53   $         250.00   $         310.46  
Spaghetti Dinner  $         220.11   $         250.00   

Reading night   $         380.00   
Picnic/Ice Cream Social  $         380.34   $         200.00   $         218.89  

Spirit Wear  $         607.76   $         500.00   
Spot Light a Class   $         150.00   
Appreciation Days  $         349.80   $         350.00   
Welcome Back Staff   $         150.00   $         144.67  
Website  $         383.78   $                 -      
Total Expenses  $    20,773.36   $    22,570.00   $    11,453.01  
Total Income From Prior Pg  $    21,171.33   $    24,180.00   $    17,839.43  
Income Less Expenses  $         397.97   $      1,610.00   $      6,386.42  



Thank you to everyone who attended the Mom and Son Bowling Event on  
Saturday.  Here is a list of winners:   
  
Son: 
  
High Score--Lanes 1-8:  Nicholas Piasta--114 
High Score--Lanes 9-16:  Matthew Reschke--113 
Most Strikes--Lanes 1-8:  Julio Jaime--3 
Most Strikes--Lanes 9-16:  Adam Schaefer & Danny Bem--3 
Most Spares--Lanes 1-8:  Michael Jozwiak--5 
Most Spares--Lanes 9-16:  Max Derminer & Mike Mollencopf--3 
  
Mom:   
  
High Score--Lanes 1-8:  Heidi Pratt--171 
High Score--Lanes 9-16:  Gina Mollencopf--142 
Most Strikes--Lanes 1-8:  Wendy Zielewski--4 
Most Strikes--Lanes 9-16:  Kelley Holloway & Kelly Binkowski--4 
Most Spares--Lanes 1-8:  Sandy Parent--8 
Most Spares--Lanes 9-16:  Donni McGowan, Nannette Edgil & Ellen Schaefer--5 

  
All winners will receive a $5 gift card to Target.  Names will also be read on 
the Oakland Today Broadcast. 





Dear Oakland Elementary Families: 
 
We are excited to announce Oakland Elementary PTA’s first annual cookbook.  
This will be complied of all your child’s favorite recipes.  If you have access to 
online, you may choose to submit your recipe at http://www.typensave.com.   You 
will need the following information to submit a recipe –  
 Contributor: (your name)   Group Login: rdrunnerreceipt    Password: t8tyt 

 
ALL RECIPES SHOULD BE RETURNED BY FEBRUARY 4, 2011  

 
The cookbooks are available for advance sales.  Cookbooks that are ordered with 
the following form are $12.50 per book.  After presales are completed books can 
be purchased for $15.00 per book.  The books will be completed and returned to 
you in time for Mother’s Day.  To view a sample of the book please visit the front 
office.  
 
Please have all advance sale forms and money returned to your child’s teacher 

by FEBRUARY 17, 2011. 
 

Any additional questions or concerns please contact Jillian Whalin at  
(248) 866–8908, jwhalin@wm.com,  

or Nannette Edgil at (248) 398–0943, timmer30670@tds.net. 
 
Sincerely, 
Oakland Elementary PTA   



JOIN THE PTA  
Oakland Elementary PTA Membership Form 

 
The PTA sponsors many fun and exciting activities for the families at Oakland, 
including: The Fall Ice Cream Social, Spaghetti Dinner, The year end picnic, 

MEAP snacks, SweetHeart Dance, and Staff Appreciation as well as many others.  
We would love to have you join us this year.   

The membership is $5.00 and each membership entitles you to a school directory. 
Return the completed form with your child in an envelope marked,  

“PTA Membership.” 
Please be sure to include cash or a check made out to Oakland Elementary PTA. 

 ****************************************************** 
PTA 2010-2011 School Year 

Please Print: 
Parents/Guardians Name(s) First: __________________ Last:_________________ 
Child’s Last Name: ___________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ City/Zip: _______________ 
Phone Number: ___________________ E-Mail Address: ____________________ 
 
Children’s Names:                       Grade:             Teacher: 
_________________________  ________     ______________________ 
_________________________  ________     ______________________ 
_________________________  ________     ______________________ 
 
Any Question, please contact your chairperson, Kelley Bacheldor at 248-860-8921 
or at bacheldork@yahoo.com. 
                  ******************************************************* 
The information below is for the membership chair to fill out: 
Paid:  Cash ___________  Check #______________ Directory: ___________ 



 

 

Think Green and Help Out the School! 
 

Oakland Elementary is collecting drink pouches to recycle. 
Our PTA will earn 2 cents for each drink pouch. 

 
How Can You Help? 

Save the juice pouches (Any juice pouch not juice boxes), 
Cut off the tops, rinse and bundle into groups of 10. 

 
Send them in with your child.  

The dropbox is near the main entrance. 

 



Hello, Oakland Parents! We hope this finds you well and back in the swing of things this school year. We wanted to take a moment 
to introduce ourselves and remind you what collecting Box Tops for Education can do for our students – at no cost to you! 
 
We are Kirsten Buys and Sarah Patenaude, your Box Tops for Education coordinators at Oakland. What this means is just that we 
collect, count and submit the Box Tops you send in with your children every month, and then Box Tops cuts us a check a couple of 
times a year. Last year, that meant about $1,000 that went toward various events the Oakland PTA hosted. More Box Tops = More $ 
= More for The Roadrunners. The possibilities are endless when it comes to what Box Tops money can do. 
 
If you’re not aware, here’s what Box Tops look like: 

 
 
They are on tons of products – from granola bars and butter to toilet paper and diapers. For each one we submit, we get 10 cents. It’s 
that simple. We hand them in, we get money back. Sometimes coupons for extra Box Tops will even come out with the coupons you 
get at Meijer too. There are contests on the Box Tops website for extra Box Tops (as many as 50,000 of them!) and you can earn Box 
Tops money for the school by shopping at various sites through the Box Tops website (for example, I believe I earned about $1.50 
by getting to BarnesAndNoble.com through the BT4E site last year – the cost of books was the same, but Oakland got a cut!). 
 
Here is where you can learn about all the ways you can earn Box Tops, track the school’s progress, download more fun collection 
worksheets like the one attached and even print off coupons to use at the store for everything from Gogurt and Cheerios to cleaning 
products, depending on the month. Here’s the site:  http://www.boxtops4education.com. Feel free to share the link too – grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles can collect them too. 
 
Send the Box Tops in with your child and we’ll collect and count them every month. Students in classroom that collects the most 
each month will get some kind of prize or treat and the classroom that collects the most all year will get a big pizza party at the end 
of the year. 
 
If you have any questions feel free to e-mail us through the Box Tops website.  We started collecting them this week, so keep them 
coming! 
 
Thanks,  
Sarah and Kirsten 



Check out the  
Oakland Elementary PTA Website 

www.oaklandpta.com 

Here is some of  what you will find: 
 
•Agendas and minutes for the PTA meetings 
•Information about PTA events 
•A link to our new Facebook page 
•Much More! 
 



 

February 2011 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 31 
Sonic 

Fundraiser 
5pm—8pm 
No School 

1 2 3 
1/2 Day of 

School  
Blood 
Drive 

1pm—
6:30pm 

 

4 5 

6 7 
Founders 

Day  
Dinner @ 
Red Run 

8 9 
State 
Count 
Day!! 

10 

Fundraiser 
@ Texas 

Roadhouse @ 
4pm—10pm  

11 12 

13 14 
Happy 
Valen-

tines Day 

15 16 
Sweetheart 

Dance  
tonight!!! 

6pm—8pm 

17 
No School 
Mid Winter 

Break 

18 
No School 
Mid Winter 

Break 

19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      


